James Fenbnore Cooper

once for six months because Weed had forgotten about it
Now, on the calendar call a lawyer not formally retained by
Weed told the court that the editor was detained in Albany
by the serious illness of his daughter. The case was put over
for one day with the understanding that there was to be no
further adjournment, but on the next day Weed still did
not appear. Cooper and his counsel suspected a trick; they
refused to consent to a further delay and standing on their
rights proceeded to have an inquest taken on Weed's de-
fault. An unfriendly jury ignored Judge Willard's sugges-
tion that damages should be assessed in a punitive amount
and brought in a verdict of $400.

After the case was over, Weed arrived in Fonda and wrote
an anonymous report of it as correspondent for Horace
Greeley's New York Tribune. This account, in itself only
mildly defamatory for an Effingham libel, was reprinted in
many papers with horrified comment on Cooper's cruelty.
Park Benjamin wrote that counsel had "appealed to Mr.
Cooper's humanity, but he might as well have appealed to the
reddest of the Great Novelist's Indians, when the war-paint
was on him, and the scalps of the pale-faces hung reeking
at his belt." Weed ran a special department in his paper in
which he reprinted items about Cooper, and within a month
Cooper had brought five new suits against him. Cooper also
sued Greeley. The latter on learning of the threatened action
very fairly published Cooper's letter to a Democratic paper
giving the novelist's own version of the facts, but mischie-
vously added, "Mr. Cooper will have to bring his action to
trial somewhere. He will not like to bring it in New York,
for we are known here, nor in Otsego, for he is known
there;'
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